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A Development Plan Document (DPD) 

Over-arching planning document for the Borough

Not a Replacement Borough Local Plan

Monitored Annually

Must be ‘sound’ (i.e. realistic options and locally 
distinctive)

What is the Core Strategy?





The Core Strategy will need to take 
account of:
• National Planning Guidance 
• European Directives 
• Regional Planning Guidance (RSS) for the South West 2026
• The Swindon Development Plan Scheme
• Statement of Community Involvement
• SBC Plans & Strategies



The Core Strategy will need to 
address:
• Economic Growth 2006-2026 – deliver up to 32,000 jobs 
and 35,000 dwellings

• Regeneration of Swindon to make it:
‘the UK’s best business location’

• Safer, stronger, and healthier communities

• Climate Change



What the Core Strategy will 
include:

A Spatial “Vision”, Aims & Objectives

Key over-arching policies dealing with broad      
spatial, development and implementation     
principles

Generic Development Control Policies



Possible Policies
• Employment Land & Buildings
• Dwelling Provision 
• The Environment
• Urban Regeneration 
• Town Centre & Retail Development
• Transport and Accessibility
• Community Infrastructure
• Sport, Recreation and Green Space
• The Countryside



Outcomes of workshops:

Spatial Vision
Key Objectives for Swindon including:

• Develop green corridors throughout the Borough
• Employment development in accessible locations
• Protect and enhance rural services
• Regeneration focused upon local needs

Local Policy Forum - 25th October 2006 



Suggested visions for Swindon . . .
“Swindon should be the best in terms of everything it does. 
It should be a place to be proud of. Access and transport 
should be tailored to suit the needs of everyone’s 
aspirations with integrated and sustainable planning 
reducing reliance on the car”

“To develop a focused identity for the Borough of Swindon, 
whilst respecting its history; to ensure the timely growth of 
Swindon whilst protecting, respecting and improving the built 
and natural environment; and continue the economic 
prosperity of Swindon making it a place where people want to 
live, work and play”



1500 newsletters & questionnaires
distributed during Feb 2007

7% response rate

Your views count!

Pre-production stage of Core Strategy



• A place where people are proud to live
• Improve public transport – more accessible and cheaper
• Improve the road network and infrastructure
• Discourage car use
• Promote Sustainable Development
• More Park and Ride sites at key routes
• Importance of renewable energy and recycling
• Develop brownfield land first
• More affordable housing for all
• Range and mix of housing
• Canal
• Protect villages
•

Your Comments so far . . .



First stage in the preparation of the 
Core Strategy

All comments received from 
questionnaire have been included

Public Consultation will commence 
early April 2007

The “Issues and Options Draft” of 
the Core Strategy

Have your 
say on the 
future of 
Swindon



Adoption (Jan 09)

Timescales

Issues & Options

Preferred Options (July 07)

Submission (Nov 07)

Public Examination (May 08)

Inspectors Report (Nov 08)

We are here!

Have your 
say!

Have 
your 
say!

Have 
your 
say!



Any Questions?

www.swindon.gov.uk

forward planning


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

